SELECTBOARD MEETING
April 26, 2010

Present: John Quinn Nanette Rogers
Dave Tilton (via phone)
Bob Bancroft

Guests: See attached list

The meeting was called to order by David Tilton at 6:00 p.m.

SCHOOL BOARD NEWSLETTER ARTICLE

Dave Tilton stated that the School Board submitted their newsletter article by the deadline set
by the Selectboard. The article was forwarded to the Town’s attorney for review. The attorney
made a few editorial changes. The Board needs to decide to print the article, and if so, with or
without the edits. The Board believes the article as edited does not violate the law.

Martha Heath asked why a sentence was deleted from the first bullet. Dave said the Town
attorney advised against publishing the sentence because it was unduly biased.

Dick Heaps stated the article is a political document and feels it should not be published in the
newsletter. Dave advised that the School Board article is weighed differently than a private
citizen’s article because it is an official board. The law provides special provisions for the
School Board to publish information to support the budget they are proposing. Dick and Eric
both feel the bullet points in the article tread a fine line. Bob stated that the Town is obligated
to publish the article because it is from an official board restating that there is some latitude in
presenting the School Board’'s case. Some people may read the information as bias however
the Town’s attorney has advised that the article does not cross the line.

Martha advised that she wrote the article and it was circulated to the other board members
and the Supervisory Union.

At the next Selectboard meeting Conrad intends to ask the Selectboard to investigate the
School Board publishing their own newsletter. Dick stated that based on the vote in March the
town is evenly split. He feels using town money for printing a one-side opinion without an
article from the other side is a mistake.

John advised that is why the Selectboard consulted with the Town attorney for an opinion. If
the Board chooses not to publish the School Board article it will be going against the attorney’s
advice.

Bob Bancroft made a motion to publish the School Board article with the edits made by the
Town attorney, seconded by John Quinn. Dave asked Martha if the School Board is okay with
the changes. Martha could only speak for herself but felt the changes were acceptable.
Motion passed: 3-0.
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ADJOURN
Bob Bancroft made a motion to adjourn, seconded by John Quinn. Motion passed: 3-0.

The meeting adjourned at 6:26 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

David A. Tilton, Chair
Westford Selectboard

Nanette Rogers
Town Clerk



