
SELECTBOARD MEETING 
May 27, 2010 
Minutes 

 
 
Present: John Quinn     Gary Estus 

Bob Bancroft     Nanette Rogers 
 
Guests: See attached list 
 
    
The meeting was called to order by John Quinn, acting chair, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Maurice Rathbun was present as Health Officer to discuss a health problem on Old Stage 
Road.  A property owner has several dead pigs in a field, close to neighbors.  As the Health 
Board, he asked if the Selectboard wants to handle the situation.  The Board discussed the 
difference between a health order and an emergency order.  Suzanne Martin feels other 
agencies should be contacted due to the unknown reason of death; it could be a disease or 
neglect.  The Board decided Maurice should issue a health order and notify the Humane 
Society and the Dept. of Agriculture. 
 
In his Zoning Administrator role, Maurice asked the Board how to handle the fee for the 
replacement of a mobile home.  Prior to the fees changing earlier this year, he would charge 
the flat application fee, however the fee now is based on square footage.  The Board 
instructed Maurice to charge the recording fee and will look into possibly amending the fee 
structure. 
 
Conrad Racine was present to request the Board consider having the School Board publish 
their own newsletter, or at the very least, pay their portion of the Town’s newsletter.  The 
Board would like the Town Clerk to see what other towns do.  The discussion brought up the 
question of whose budget the school budget vote should be reflected in.  Even though in the 
end the taxpayers pay for the expense, the Board felt it should be reflected in the school’s 
budget. 
 
Dave Gauthier was present to discuss the cracked asphalt at both ends of the Cambridge 
Road bridge and the corner of Huntley Road.  The Selectboard will take a look at the problem 
areas and Gary will look into the cost of repairing. 
 
Dave Gauthier suggested the trees cut along Huntley Road be removed before they fall into 
the stream.  Bob advised that any tree cut within a right of way belongs to the property owner. 
 
TOWN PLAN 
Bob Bancroft made a motion to adopt the 2010 Town Plan that was presented at the hearing 
held on May 13, 2010, seconded by John Quinn.  Motion passed:  2-0. 
 
FLOOD/STORMWATER PROJECTS 
The CCRPC and CCMPO submitted the top five flood and stormwater projects in Westford for 
the Selectboard to review.  The Board did not have enough information to provide comment.  
They suggested a meeting be scheduled with the Road Foreman and Planning Coordinator to 
discuss the projects in more detail, and for the Town to do their own assessment. 
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CCMPO APPOINTMENT 
Bob Bancroft made a motion to appoint Suzanne Blanchard as representative and Gary Estus 
as alternate to the Chittenden County Metropolitan Organization, seconded by John Quinn.  
Motion passed:  2-0. 
 
TRASH SERVICES 
Gauthier Trucking notified the Town of a resident who placed a significant amount of 
construction debris out over the last few weeks.  A drive by was conducted to determine the 
amount.  It was determined the amount of debris exceeded what is allowed as household 
garbage.  A letter will be sent to the property owner advising the material is not considered 
household garbage and to contact a hauler to arrange for a dumpster. 
 
The Board would like to consider entering into a multi year contract with Gauthier.  Gauthier’s 
will be contacted to see if they are interested, and if so, what the rate will be for a one, two and 
three year contract. 
 
ROAD SCHEDULE 
Bob Bancroft made a motion to approve the Road Schedule for June 1, 2010 through June 12, 
2010, seconded by John Quinn.  Motion passed:  2-0. 
 
The roads will be regraded and chloride applied.  Gary noted that chloride works best when 
there is moisture in the road. 
 
The Board would like to follow up on the installation of cameras at the town garage for 
surveillance.  Due to her experience with property management, Suzanne Martin volunteered 
to review the information previously supplied to the Board and possibly offer other alternatives. 
 
BILLS/CORRESPONDENCE 
Bills were approved and correspondence was read. 
 
The Treasurer asked the Board if they want to bill the school for the vote on May 18, 2010.  
The cost absorbed by the Town was $1,140, which includes payroll, ballots and postage.  Bob 
Bancroft made a motion to send a bill to the Westford School Board in the amount of $1,140 
for election expenses, seconded by John Quinn.  Motion passed:  2-0. 
 
The Board received a response from the Town of Milton regarding the proposed development 
on the Bove property.  They would like the Planning Coordinator to draft a response. 
 
PERMIT REQUESTS FOR SCHULTZ & GOODRICH TRAILS 
Tim and Della Budell have submitted a request to perform maintenance work on the Schultz 
Trail and Goodrich Trail.  The Schultz Trail proposal involves existing carpeting being used to 
smother goutweed.  The proposal for the Goodrich Trail involves maintenance of an existing 
water bar.  A site visit to both trails was conducted on April 20, 2010. 
 
Tim and Della Budell were not present. 
 
Eric and Suzanne Martin spoke against the carpeting on the Schultz Trail.  They feel the 
carpet is dangerous and does not belong on the trail; carpet moves and can fold creating a 
tripping hazard.  They would prefer to see other material, such as paper with gravel, used 
instead of carpet.  Suzanne stated that she doesn’t feel safe riding on the trail. 
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John advised that he has received other verbal complaints regarding the safety of the trail.  
Bob added he has received one verbal complaint. 
 
MINUTES 
Bob Bancroft made a motion to approve the May 13, minutes for the Special Selectboard 
meeting as written, seconded by John Quinn.  Motion passed:  2-0. 
 
Bob Bancroft made a motion to approve the May 13, minutes for the Town Plan public hearing 
as written, seconded by John Quinn.  Motion passed:  2-0. 
 
Bob Bancroft made a motion to approve the May 13, 2010 minutes for the regular meeting as 
amended, seconded by John Quinn.  Motion passed:  2-0. 
 
DELIBERATIVE SESSION 
Bob Bancroft made a motion to enter Deliberative Session at 8:45 p.m. to discuss Tim and 
Della Budell’s permit requests for the Schultz and Goodrich Trails, seconded by John Quinn.  
The Board exited Deliberative Session at 8:53 p.m. 
 
Bob Bancroft made a motion to deny Tim and Della Budell’s permit request for the Schultz 
Trail based on Section 6(c) of the Trails Ordinance.  The denial letter, pending approval from 
the Town’s attorney, will instruct the Budells to remove the carpeting with ten days of the date 
of the letter or the Town will remove at their expense.  Seconded by John Quinn.  Motion 
passed:  2-0.   
 
Bob Bancroft made a motion to approve Tim and Della Budell’s permit request to maintain an 
existing water bar on the Goodrich Trail.  The Road Foreman must be contacted a minimum of 
two business days prior to performing the maintenance, as well as after the work is completed 
to arrange for a post inspection.  Seconded by John Quinn.  Motion passed:  2-0. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Bob Bancroft made a motion to enter Executive Session at 8:57 p.m. to discuss personnel, 
seconded by John Quinn.  Motion passed:  2-0.  People in attendance were John Quinn, Bob 
and Nanette Rogers.  The Board exited Executive Session at 8:59 p.m. 
 
Bob Bancroft made a motion to appoint Matt Wamsganz until March 2012, and Casey Mathieu 
until March 2011 to the Development Review Board, seconded by John Quinn.  Motion 
passed:  2-0. 
 
ADJOURN 
Bob Bancroft made a motion to adjourn, seconded by John Quinn.  Motion passed:  2-0. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:03 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 

John Quinn, Acting Chair     Nanette Rogers 
Westford Selectboard      Town Clerk 


