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Town Office Notes

Petitions for Local Offices and Town Meeting Articles

Petitions for articles to be considered for inclusion in the warning for Town Meeting are due by 4:30 pm,
Thursday, January 24" Petitions must be signed by at least 5% of the registered voters (a minimum of 67).
Please be sure that the person signing the petition is a registered voter and that ther name is iegible

Petitions for local offices (e.g. Selectboard. School Board, Auditor, Lister, etc.) can be picked up at the Town
Office and must be submitted no later than 4:30 p m on Monday, January 28" Petitions must be signed by a
minimum of 14 registered voters. Please contact the Town Office for a hist of available offices

Please see the next page for important deadline dates leading up to Town Meeting.

Holiday Baskets

We were able to distribute holiday baskets to 15 families on December 21" due to the overwhelming
generosity of fellow residents. Thank you to everyone who donated food items or money to make this
possible! A special thanks to Charlotte Vincent, Leni Jorschick, Arlitha Racine, Melissa Manka, Lynn Gauthier.
Janet Franz and Henry Terrier for helping with the baskets.

Seeking Key Contact Person
The Town is seeking a volunteer to be the key contact for elderly or disabled residents who need help with

small projects such as springtime cleanup, helping ta prepare for winter, emergency snow shoveling, cleaning
out garages and outbuildings. etc. This person would maintain a volunteer list and match needs when
requested. Anyone interested in serving the community in this capacity should contact the town office.

Fairfax Food Shelf
The Fairfax Food Shelf has moved to the United Church. which is on the cormer of Fletcher Road and River

Road near the Foothills Bakery. The Food Shelf is open the first two Wednesdays of the month from 2:00am
to 12:00 naon  Pleass use the downstairs entrance. Please call 849-6588 i you have any questions.

Westford Town Office
1713 Vermont Route 128
Westford, Vermont 05484

Phone (802)878-4587 ® Fax (802)879-6503




Time Table to Town Meeting

Following are a few important dates to remember leading up to Town Meeting:

January 24" (Thursday) - Last day to file petitions signed by at least 5% of the registered voters (a
minimum of 67) with the town clerk for articles to be included in the warning for Town Meeting. Be sure
that the person who signs the petition is a registered voter and signs their name as it appears on the
checklist and is legible. It could mean the difference of a petition brought in at the last minute not being
acceptable.

January 28" (Monday) — Deadline for filing with the town clerk nominating petitions for town offices to be
filed by Australian Ballot. Please call the town clerk’s office at 878-4587 for information regarding available
town offices.

January 29" (Tuesday) — Town clerk must return nominating petitions found not to conform, stating in
writing the reasons why they cannot be accepted.

January 30" (Wednesday) - 5:00 p.m. deadline for candidates to file written consent for the candidate's
name to be on the ballot.

January 30™ (Wednesday) - 5:00 p.m. deadline for a person to withdraw after he or she has consented to
be nominated.

February 27" (Wednesday) — 5:00 p.m. deadline to submit an application for addition to the checklist or to
file a written notice of intent to apply for those who are not eligible to register to vote but will be by Town
Meeting.

March 3™ (Monday) — In towns using Australian Ballot, a voter or an authorized person on behalf of a
voter, may request an early voter absentee ballot until 5:00 p.m.

March 4™ (Tuesday) - Town Meeting Day. Polls open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

If you have any questions concerning Town Meeting or deadlines leading up to Town Meeting, please call the
town office at 878-4587.

Winter Reminders

#*

Please do not park vehicles on the road. This makes it very difficult for the road crew to plow and sand
adequately. Vehicles parked on the road may be towed at the owner's expense.

Snowmobile travel on town roads is prohibited unless the Selectboard has granted permission for a specific
area.

Please do not plow snow from your driveway across town roads. This could result in damage to the town
road equipment and also poses a hazard to vehicles traveling on the road.

Newsletter Deadline

The deadliné’fﬂr the February newsletter is 12:00 noon on Monday, February 4"

Nanette Rogers
Town Clerk



Your Community Needs Youl

The Selectboard is currently accepting applications for the following town positions:

+» Deputy Health Officer — Duties include being available to assist the Health Officer when needed or in
his/her absence. lssues may include, but are not limited to, dog bites, rabies, any health concern, efc.

+ Emergency Operations Plan Development Committee — Thie committee (ideally 5 to 7 members) will be
responsible for developing an Emergency Operations Plan Development for the Town of Westford. The
Regional Planning Commission (RPC) has created a draft template to be customized to fit Westford's
needs.

+ Recreation Committee Member — Duties include contributing to program offerings, community spirit and
committee meeting participation.

+ Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Representative — The board meets monthly to help
establish and direct CCMPO policies and plans for regional transportation issues in Chittenden County.

For more information please visit http://www.ccmpo.org.

+ Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission (CCRPC) Alternate Representative — Responsible
for attending meetings when the representative 1s unavailable. The alternate may attend all meetings but
will not have voting power when the representative is present.

Interested residents should contact a board member or the town office for more information.

Road Committee Seeks Ideas and Members
In July 2007 the following townspeople volunteered and were appointed by the Selectboard to serve on the
Road Committee. These folks are: Bill Fuchs, Celeste Gaspari, Gordon Gebauer, Kathy Sawyer, Linda Tilton
and Steve Zeppi.
Might you bE interested in joining them in their monthly meeting to:

» Identify priority sites for road improvement for the next 5 years
+ Evaluate work done/currently being done as outlined in the 2004 Road Plan

If so, please contact the Town Office or send an email to roads@westfordvt.us, The next meeting of the Road
Committee is February 12" at 7pm. At that meeting, we will continue to prioritize sites for road improvement.

So, if you have a gripe about a particular intersection. culvert, section of road — we want to hear from you! If
you cannot join us, please email the town or drop your comments on a note addressed to the Road Committee.
We value the input from folks who drive the roads every day!



Vermont Public Library Foundation Awards
Winnie Bell Learned Grant to
Westford Public Library

January 2008

The fibrary has reeerved a 52000 grant [tom the Wmme Bell Learned Fund to on-
prove its capability to provede services, programs, and materials simed atenhanc-
ng the basic literacy ol local preschoolers. This will helpthe library achieve cne ol
s four main goals as outhned o the FY2003-FY 2012 long range plan

The fibrary will use the finds 1o bring in four performers throughout the: year i
chibdren’s progrms: We will also create “express book bags™ 1o help busy parents
gasily pick up age appropriaie materials for thewr children. The bags will contain
seven hooks and one or two activities such as a game or puzzle. The hibrary will
alse purchase puppets and CDVeassette plaver 1o enhance its weekly storylumes, In
addition, we will perchase standy twoe casseite records which can be bomywed in
eonjunction with book/eassetic storcs.

The Vermont Public Library Foundation was established m 2000 by the Vermom
Departmeent of Libraries for the benefit of Vermont's public librares and o date
with the assistance of the Freeman Foundation has awarded more than $12 mithon
m prams o qualifying libraries.

The Winnie Belle Leamed Fond was estabhished m 2006 by Dr. Bumeti Rawson m
cooperation with the Vermont Community Foundation, m bonor of Winme Belle
Learned, 4 Vermonter, educator, and his henefactress. My Learned was bam in
1863 i Westlord. Despite many personal hardships, she received et teaching cer-
tificate, amnl was a teacher and principal in Massachaseits for many years before re-
turning to Vermont in 1911, With a relative, Jenme Burnelt, she operated (Cherry
L Farm i Williston entil het death in 1941 Her generosity and vision allowed
D, Rawson to attend the Unversity of Vermont-and its medieal school. He prae-
ticed uralogy in New York for many years before returmmg o i satve Vermonl

WWW. WESTFORD.LIB.WVT.US

WEDNESDAY 1 TO 7 PM; THURSDAY 10 TO 6 PM

. Rawson's goal for Winnie Belle Learned Fund is to help the small public librar-
15 of Vermont foster literacy, love of kearning, eritical analysis amnd intelicctual ex-
ploration in their communitics, periiculirly among ehildren |

FRIDAY NOON TG 8 PM, SATURDAY 10TO 2 PM
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Srxteen libraries wall receive srmnts runging from $300 to $2500 rom the Winnie
Belle Learned Fund in the second semi-annoal round of awards,

Perky Maddocks, Pat Kufahl, Sue Linskey and Bree Drapa will act a5 un mformal
advisory buoard. Their help i very minch appreciated!

Expired Library Cards: Secking Donations;
Please stop by the library to renew your card. || pvDs (recent hits, nonlic
A valid card will enable you to borrow here tion torchildren & acdulys),
and at other Homecard Libraries including E5- | [ qudin boolks, and haiks
sex Free, Brownell, Milton, Colchester and [or the Paleemion Club
Drebxorah Rawson Memaorial in Jericho.
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WESTFORD PUNLIE LIREARY
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EVENTS @ YOUR LIBRARY! ]

Fajama Storytime
Wed, 10118, 6:30-7pm,
Climb into your pajamas and
pain us for a story & craftl
Theme: Snowmen,
Mesd more-info? Call Tracy Zeppi
al B7YE-7189.

STORYTIME
THURSDAYS AT |1 AM:
T A3 FABLES & FOILKTALES
110 MaRE FaRLES & FOLETALES
1417 PEACE
174 Fomae DEFACLA

1430 P
Craft Day: Saturday, 1/19, 2:00-4pm E:ﬂTSTf F;«? :‘ IEIE gg%m

All are we_rlmme - whether you: knit, crochet, Stop by and join this fun & welcoming group

nn;dlepmnt. sew, bead, guilt, scrapbook, or far food, lsughter and board games! Gues

enjoy another crafl. For more information, tions? Call Kara Bolton 8792513

please contact Julic C. Nelson, at 343-07165

or juliei@coolmoonyoga. com. e = ==
| Fokemon Club
| 1/11 5-5:-30 pm:

Strat i Board Games : (| For dages 673, For more information,

contact Thaver Hicholsat BTIR-40393.

Saturday, 1/12 i
1130-3:30 1
For oge: 12 and up
Bring vour own game of use the library's chess, Othello
of Monopolhy.

Book Discussion
Wednesday, 1/23
6-7 pm
s Month: Bel Canto by Ann Patchett
' Winner of the Pen/Faulkner Award
Please bring suggestions for future readings.

On Display Thi
2004-2007 Turkey Trot Medals
' beautifully hand-painted by Longina Smalinski

= MWew Books and DVIs

Adult Fietion: T is for Trespass (Grafton ). Adult Nonfiction: Deceptively Delicious (Seinfeld). Westhord poer
Paul Paparella bas donated a copy ol this new book On Wiking 1p All Over the World, Audio Book on CD:
Book of the Dead (Carnwell}, The Spanish Bow {Romano-Lax | 5 s for Sitence (Grafton) Musicophiba {Sacks),
Jiv Fiction: Clockwise {Pinta), Opening Diay (Bactlerr), Henry & the Buccineer Bunnies {Crimi), Liama Tdama
Mad at Mama (Dewdney). Also. domated by India Tresselt n hestor o Ber facher, auchor Alvin Tresselt The Mit-
ten { Tresselt), The Habbit Story {Tresselt), White Snow, Bright Snogw {Tresselt), Wake Up, Farm! (Tresselt),
Hade and Sesk For (Tresselt) Juy NonFiction: Hov, Were We Wrong About Dinosaurs (Kudlinski), tst the Egg
(Seveer), Daring. Book for Girls (Buclanan), What's Happenmgr 1o My By Book for Boys (Madaras), What's
Happening to My Body Bool for Crarls | Madaras). Juv Audio Book on CD: No Talking (Clements), Arthor &
Friends Collection {Brown), City, of Ember (DePran |

DV Thankstoa generous denation: The Dradliest Catehy Season 1.

Juv DVD: Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix

Volunteers from September through December.. Thank You! Eric Allen, Stephanie Boutin, Mauresn
Griffin, Pat Kufahl, John Quinn; Kathie Sawyer, Susan Schmidt, Matt, Sascha & Zoe Taylor, . Justine Tib-
bits. Allison Weinhagen, and Tracy Zeppi.
There are opportunities big and small induding sh eif-reading, processing new materials, and prepping for
autormation. Check Bottheyeliniger dobyarw the Library-dr cohtactiiGoisit youddiketorhelp.
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